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SPINAL OPIATE ANALGESIA

Springer Mrz 1982, 1982. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 244x170x9 mm. This item is printed on demand -
Print on Demand Neuware - The recent development of the use of spinal opiates as a rational therapy for pain
rests on clear and certain experimental data. We have long known the spinal cord to be a highly complex
structure. Anatomical studies of the substantia gelatinosa have repeatedly demonstrated signs of massive
synaptic interaction between primary aBerents, descending pathways and intrinsic neurons. Yet, to date that
knowledge, insofar as clinical therapy is concerned, has permitted us only to destroy certain connections within
the spinal cord in the hopes that the substrate mediating pain could be anatomically diBerentiated from those
which mediate other function. Though cordotomies are clearly eBective under certain circumstances, they
suBer from the fact the spinal cord is not organized in such an anatomically discrete fashion as is oCen times
drawn in basic medical text. Rather, functions intertwine exquisitely and specific physical interventions are no
more likely to produce a specific eBect than smashing of the fmgertip with a hammer will produce just a loss of
the fingernail. The development of specific therapies of the spinal cord has come about by our growing aware
ness of the intricate organization of the pharmacological substrates associated with specific neural function.
164 pp. Englisch.
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