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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: .300 miles--the penumbra of the desert had fallen and clothed the
agriculture of the country with the half shadow of a stock range. From Denver to Salt Lake we found the home
of the irrigating ditch. At Ogden we came face to face with the Great American Desert. The G. A. D. is a great
fact, not to be marked out by a wave of the map-maker s pencil, or dismissed by a figure of rhetoric. From
Ogden westward for 600 miles it stretches out its weary solitude; the grey soil. the sparsely scattered yellow-gray
tufts of bunch grass, and the gray sage brush make the desolate landscape--gray, grim and ghastly--stretching
away in endless perspective, or reaching to the solitary mountains that lift their heads here and there as if
looking to see if the deliverer will ever come! Death and despair hold joint rule over this land. No hum of insect,
nor foot of beast or wing of bird, save three black crows that forage up and down the railway track, to pick up
the chance crumbs thrown out the car windows from the lunch basket of tourists. Drought is the sceptre by
which death and despair rule this land Gazing over these arid wastes, their gray lips seem to form the prayer of
old, Send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue. If rain does fall, the water
rushes ofl in destructive torrents, because there...
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