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growth of the principles, which | now, to the best of my humbly ability, maintain, | am doubly grateful. It has
afforded me, from my own experience, a true key to my difference in sentiment with many excellent men,
whose opinions I, even now, am sorry to oppose; and it has produced in me, perhaps beyond most men, a
reliance upon the power of calm and sincere argument, even over those who appear least likely to be
susceptible of its effects. Let me hope that these considerations may be permitted to form the excuse for the
liberty | have taken in addressing, as | do, the following remarks - and that, if it must be deemed an intrusion, it
may be laid to the account of respectful opinion, and not to that of unnecessary personality. The following
detailed examination of the question of the Vote by Ballot is of course intended for the public. | am fully of
opinion that the more it is investigated the more firmly based on truth it will be found to be; and so deeply am 1
convinced of this, that | have no hesitation in saying, that if the seeds which | sow shall appear to have fallen
amongst stones by the way-side and to have perished, let the result be at once attributed to the unskilfulness
and inefficiency of the cultivator of truth, and not to any defect in that which he wishes to see flourish. In
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