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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The Department of Defense (DOD) established the Defense Manufacturing
Technology Program to develop and apply advanced manufacturing technologies to reduce the total cost and
improve the manufacturing quality of weapon systems. By maturing and validating emerging manufacturing
technology and transferring it to the factory floor, the program bridges the gap between technology invention
and industrial application. The program, which has existed in various forms since the 1950 s, received about
$200 million in funding fiscal year 2001. DOD s O ice of the Under Secretary of Defense provides guidance and
oversight to the Army, Navy, Air Force, and the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA), but each establishes its own
policies and procedures for running the program and determines which technologies to develop. Users told
GAO that the program was responding to their needs by developing technologies, products, and processes that
reduced the cost and improved the quality of weapons systems. To the extent practicable, DOD used
competitive procedures to award the work done under the program. The Army, Air Force, and DLA
competitively awarded most of the projects GAO reviewed for fiscal years 1999 and 2000, and the remaining
non-competitive awards were based on documented sole source justifications. DOD is missing opportunities to
conduct more joint programs and lacks effective measures of program success. Joint projects would enable the
services to address the funding issue by leveraging limited funding and integrating common requirements and
approaches for developing manufacturing technologies.
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