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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Some Phases
of Cost Accounting in the Chemical Industry The cost of
manufacturing the separable steps in a process can be
ascertained usually, but the cost of manufacturing by-products
cannot be determined accurately. Therefore it is accounted for
on an arbitrary basis. The value at which by-products are
brought into the cost accounts varies in accordance with the
effect which the management may desire on the cost figures of
the principal product, which in turn may affect the costs of
several other products. By-products are accounted for as
produced. Furthermore, the unit of measure and the degree of
chemical strength varies between the different products. The
units of measure may be either gallons, pounds, hundred
pounds, net tons, or gross tons, and products may be quoted
on one basis on the market and their costs recorded on
another basis. These facts of course do not vary the elements
of cost, but they do make the unit cost figures of variable
meaning. In the case of major products manufactured in
different strengths this condition is remedied,...
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