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James of New York, in the House of Representatives, March 20, 1886 On final analysis, the monetary question is
a question of prices, a matter of buying and selling; and so it is, as I have said, peculiarly a business question.
Then, again, Mr. Speaker, I ask the attention of this House to what I have to say because the business men of the
country are, aEer all, a very numerous and influential class. They Deed awakening; they need it in my district,
they need it in your district. Gentlemen, I am afraid we shall find that they need it in all of our districts. I wish to
be entirely frank about this matter. I am afraid that the business men of the country have not been doing their
duty to the country. They have been buying and selling and have let high politics alone, even when high politics
aGected them most seriously. In this they have failed in their duty to themselves as well as to the country. I have
no doubt that if the business men had had the power to deal with the silver question the team of St ate would
not have been stalled in the mire as it is now, and It is largely their fault that it is so, for they knew what the end
would be. They should have spoken out from one end of the country to the other; they should have insisted that
their advice be followed. If I speak, therefore, of business men in my district, of business men in your district,
business men in...
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