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Brahe, it is said that he applied himself to astronomy from
admiration of the science in consequence of the occurrence (in
1724) of a great eclipse of the sun at the time, which had been
predicted. It is added that an itinerant pedlar and fortune-teller
instructed him at the same time in the mysteries of judicial
astrology, and this art he occasionally practised during several
years. While yet a stripling he married a woman about fifty years
of age, the widow of a tailor and the mother of two children, of
whom the younger was his senior by two years; all the family
however appear to have lived together in harmony, Simpson
working at his trade by day, and increasing his income by
keeping a private school in the evenings. In 1733 he went to
reside at Derby, where he continued to follow...
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